Terrorism research and politics changed irrevocably after the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The links between religion and terrorism and the rise of transnational terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda became a significant focus of terrorism research and counter-terrorism efforts. The political landscape in the USA, and arguably the world, also changed after 9/11 with the establishment of the Department of Homeland Security, the introduction of the Patriot Act, and the subsequent global war on terror waged by the Bush administration. These shifts in research and politics precipitated by the 9/11 attacks raised further questions around how terrorism is defined and addressed.
Although instances of terrorist tactics can be traced back to antiquity, terrorism had not been employed as a systematic political strategy until the nineteenth century (Laqueur, 2001) , and the term itself was not used until later. The term was first introduced in the 1790s and referred to the violent period that followed the French Revolution (Jenkins, 2003; Laqueur, 2001) . Since then, terrorism has lost its original meaning, "reign of terror", and now refers to acts of violence committed against civilians and aimed at instilling fear in a target population (Jenkins, 2003) .
Yet, there is no consensus on the precise meaning of terrorism, and the feasibility of one comprehensive definition remains a contested issue (Laqueur, 2001; Jenkins, 2003; Lutz and Lutz, 2005; Schmid, 2004 ). Terrorism's ever changing form, its political nature, as well as its varied conceptions across a variety of contexts (court of law, national and international politics, mass media, and scholarly debates) are some of the reasons why no single definition is able to capture terrorism's complexity. It has been noted, for example, that even within the US government agencies there are four distinct definitions of terrorism in use (Schmid, 2004) .
Despite the lack of agreement on an all-inclusive definition of terrorism, researchers have attempted to identify its key characteristics (Lutz and Lutz, 2005; Schmid, 2004) . Based on lists of terrorism's basic elements, it can be understood as a deliberate and demonstrative use of violence against humans (civilians, non-combatants, and innocents) that is politically motivated. Terrorism's reliance on actual violence or its credible threat seeks to produce fear in a target population (often described as "audience") well beyond those who would be immediately affected by a given terrorist act. Although attacks are often carried out by individuals, terrorism usually involves sub-national or non-state groups that may form a broader, not necessarily centralized, movement. As a form of political violence, terrorism aims to disturb an existing order of power. former Chairman of the International Research Council at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, points out that "to argue that terrorism cannot be studied until such a definition exists is manifestly absurd" (Laqueur, 2001, p. 5) . Indeed, the scholarly literature on terrorism had already been extensive before 9/11. In the near decade since the World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks, the study of terrorism has only gained in importance. The growing interest in terrorism has been reflected and supported by the ever-expanding number of information resources dedicated to the topic. The following bibliography aims to assist students, faculty, and the general public in navigating the vast array of terrorism-related information resources. Focusing on research conducted and published since 2001, it is also intended as a guide for public and academic librarians who work to develop, maintain, or evaluate a collection on the topic.
Print and electronic reference sources
Atkins, S.E. (2008), The 9/11 Encyclopedia, Praeger Security International, Westport, CT, 2 vols A helpful starting point for research on the 9/11 terrorist attacks, this title includes an annotated bibliography, a collection of primary documents such as letters, reports and testimonies, and a chronology of events related to 9/11 from 1978 to 2006. 
Book-length sources

General overviews of terrorism
Cronin, A.K. (2009), How Terrorism Ends, Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ A thematic analysis of how terrorist campaigns end, the book focuses on major cases from the late twentieth century and first decade of the twenty-first, including Russia and Chechnya, the UK and the IRA, Turkey and the PKK among others. Each chapter discusses one of the six demise paradigms the author has identified: 1 decapitation; 2 negotiations; 3 success; 4 failure; 5 repression; and Understanding these patterns, the author argues, is critical to developing effective anti-terrorist strategies.
Hamm, M.S. (2007), Terrorism as Crime: From Oklahoma City to Al-Qaeda and Beyond, New York University Press, New York, NY Hamm applies two criminology approaches -"routine activity perspective" and "social learning theory" -to the study of terrorism.
Martin, G. (2008), Essentials of Terrorism: Concepts and Controversies, Sage Publications, Los Angeles, CA An introductory text that focuses on terrorism in the post-Second World War period. Each of its three main sections addresses a different aspect of the phenomenon. Part I defines terrorism, outlines its historical development, and examines its causes. Part II explores various forms of terrorism, from state terror to global terrorism. Part III is an examination of the terrorist trade (terrorist groups' use of information technology and media, as well as common terrorist tactics), counterterrorism and related security measures. It concludes with a critical assessment of contemporary trends and possible future developments.
Mockaitis, T.R. (2007), The "New" Terrorism, Praeger Security International, Westport, CT This concise and readable book sets out to correct and refine popular understandings of terrorism and the threat it poses. The book's organization serves that end. Each of the chapters starts by summarizing the prevalent misconceptions and moves on to dispel them. Each chapter discusses a different aspect of terrorism: theoretical analysis of the phenomenon, a historical overview, discussion of prevalent characteristics. A section of the book is dedicated to Al-Qaeda, terrorist threat, and responses to terrorism. The last chapter discusses US strategic approach. The author argues that "new" terrorism has a long history, and is a culmination of trends. Global reach of terrorism isn't anything new either. The first chapter briefly outlines the origins of terrorism, but the remaining sections are arranged topically rather than chronologically. They focus on terrorism's doctrine, sociology, interpretations, and late twentieth-century examples. The book also discusses the conditions under which terrorism was likely to take place and the circumstances that made terrorist actions either a success or failure. In the conclusion, the author refutes common misconceptions about terrorism. The book exposes the influential role Western media have played in shaping the public perception and understanding of terrorism since 9/11. The author analyzes media portrayals of a number of terrorist incidents from across the world and argues that the media follow, rather than challenge or question, the official government line on terrorism. This collusion does not encourage nor allow a public debate to frame the phenomenon in different terms. The book focuses on the ethical dilemmas raised by terrorist acts and counterterrorism efforts. The author shows that a moral framework is necessary to guide politicians' and lawmakers' decisions about fighting the war on terror. Building on the just war theory and contemporary international law, the author argues that terrorism must be countered in ethically responsible ways.
Borradori, G. (Ed.) (2003), Philosophy in a Time of Terror: Dialogues with Jurgen Habermas and Jacques Derrida, Chicago University Press, Chicago, IL Shortly after the attacks of 9/11, the author conducted separate interviews with Jurgen Habermas and Jacques Derrida, two influential thinkers representing the opposing ends of contemporary philosophy. The book includes both conversations as well as Borradori's own essay in which she summarizes and elaborates on the two philosophers' ideas about the causes and consequences of 9/11. Corlett, J.A. (2003), Terrorism: A Philosophical Analysis, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Boston, MA The author seeks to define terrorism by contrasting it with other forms of political violence, secession in particular. As he explores terrorism's ethical aspects, he identifies punishment, retribution, and vengeance as the motives that underlie terrorist acts. Under specific criteria, he argues terrorism may be morally justifiable. Held, V. (2008) , How Terrorism Is Wrong: Morality and Political Violence, Oxford University Press, New York, NY This collection of thematic essays, some previously published, examines the morality of political violence, with the focus on terrorism. Showing that war and other kinds of violence are often believed to be justifiable whereas terrorist acts are always seen as morally condemnable, the collection complicates the moral assessment of terrorism as well as other forms of politically motivated violence. 
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